Stress thallium-201 myocardial scintigraphy in patients with complete occlusion of the left main coronary artery.
Complete occlusion (CO) of the left main coronary artery (LMCA) is a rare but often fatal condition. The diagnosis is frequently missed because the signs and symptoms are often obscure and diverse. We describe three patients with CO-LMCA who showed unusual myocardial scintigraphic findings. The patients had extensive right-to-left collateral channels and decreased uptake and washout rates at the basal anterior and anterolateral portions of the heart wall during stress thallium-201 scintigraphy. The basal anterior to anterolateral portion of the heart wall is the most distant from the collateral artery and should be the most ischemic area shown during exercise, resulting in this scintigraphic pattern. This scintigraphic finding may be useful for the noninvasive diagnosis of CO-LMCA.